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Course Aims / Descriptions




Primary aim

Subsidiary aim

This course aims to reinforce/consolidate the use of language they already know by
familiarizing them with vocabulary, developing their reading strategies and skills, and
giving them further practice. All the reading materials are theme-based and
systematically presented, which are highly useful in building up students’ vocabularies.
The abilities of information organization and critical thinking are also the emphasis of

this course.

Subsidiary aims show the language or skills learners must be able to use well in order
to achieve the main aim of the course. This course is designed in six levels to help
students cultivate reading ability in academic contexts.

(1) Students can recognize unfamiliar words from the context on topics presented in

the academic reading passages.

(2) Students can apply different reading skills for different needs in academic reading

scenarios.

(3) Students can infer meanings from implied messages in academic reading
scenarios.

(4) Students can annotate texts for the academic reading passages.

(5) Students can identify the main idea presented in the academic reading passages.

(6) Students can interpret the author’s purposes and intentions in the academic

reading passages.

Students will work in groups to build up theme-based vocabulary as well as synonyms
and antonyms through collaborative learning such as brain storming. Prefixes, suffixes,
root words, and collocations will be also focused. After being familiar with the new
words and reading skills involving making inferences in context, students will improve
reading comprehension. By the way, listening skills help reinforce letter-sound
relationships to correctly pronounce written words. Video teaching helps review
words to enhance word recognition and reading comprehension via situational
conversation in videos. After mid-term, in order for students to read extensively, they
will vote for three topics out of six to read and they will be encouraged to get other
reading materials, such as the China Post, Taiwan News, related to the topics they vote
for, as their reading assignments. Students have to highlight the key points and take
notes on their outside reading materials to share the main ideas and their reading

comprehension with their group members.

CEFR Can-do Statements (B1 & B1+)

Reception

Reading

OVERALL READING COMPREHENSION

B1 Can read straightforward factual texts on subjects related to his/her EAP

field and interest with a satisfactory level of comprehension.
[overall reading comprehension]

READING FOR INFORMATION & ARGUMENT

B1 | Can recognize significant points in straightforward newspaper (EAP)
articles on familiar subjects. [reading for information & argument]
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IDENTIFYING CUES & INFERRING (SPOKEN & WRITTEN)

B1 Can identify unfamiliar words from the context on topics related to EAP
his/her field and interests. [identifying cues & inferring (spoken &
written)]

B1 Can extrapolate the meaning of occasional unknown words from the =~ (EAP)
context and deduce sentence meaning provided the topic discussed
is familiar. [identifying cues & inferring (spoken & written)]

NOTE-TAKING (LECTURES, SEMINARS, ETC.)

B1+ Can take notes during a lecture, which are precise enough for EAP
his/her own use at a later date, provided the topic is within his/her
field of interest and the talk is clear and well-structured. [note-
taking (lectures, seminars, etc.)

PROCESSING TEXT

B1 | Can paraphrase short written passages in a simple fashion, usingthe @ EAP
original text wording and ordering. [processing text]

B1+ Can collate short pieces of information from several sources and EAP
summarize them for somebody else. [processing text]

> %5 it 4 4p 1% University Student Core Competency Indicators

1. B Aaw B AiEa 4 (ability to communicate and express oneself in English) 20%

2. FRAITEERY % &5y 4 (ability to think critically and organize ideas logically in 20%
English)

3. EFE Y Kk 2 59 (knowledge of English learning strategies and techniques) 20%

4. ¥EIZTY S A2 LR ALY (global views of English and multicultural diversity) 20%

5. $*EFEYFTROBABPZEVYEFDY L4 (ability to use existing English 20%

learning resources and development of independent self-learning habit)

.,

Teaching materials and References

Textbook(s) Baron, J., Henley, J. (2018). Flow 215t Century Strategic Reading 2. Caves
Books. ISBN: 978-957-606-836-2
CEFRScale I B1 oB1-B2 oB2 oB2+ oCl
Additional Friend, C. E., Knight, L. D., and Glazier, T. F. (2011). The Least You Should Know
Textbook(s) About Vocabulary Building: Word Roots, 7th Edition. Cengage Learning. ISBN:

978-0-495-91697-0
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Requirements & Rules:

1.  Class attendance, lesson preparation and active class participation are required. If you are all
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present whenever | call the roll, you will get 90 (i.e. the primitive score) in this category (i.e.
Class attendance). If you are absent for two hours, ten points will be deducted from this
primitive score. If you are absent for more than 12 hours, you will definitely be flunked.

2. Absence from a class is no excuse for not knowing the assignment and what has been discussed
in that class. It is your responsibility to ask your classmates or me what has been covered in
the class.

3.  Cheating on the exam is absolutely not permitted. If someone is found cheating on an exam, it

means he/she will get a zero point for that exam.
4. FFE&PEL R Al g

Al-assisted reports and assignments are not allowed: only content done by a student or as part
of an assigned group is accepted
i > TEAFL LD BN A

Reminder: When students use Al—no matter how much—must be responsible to ensure the
correctness of the information. One of Chat GPT’s biggest limitations is its databases only goes
up to 2021, making it unaware of current events.

5.  There will be NO make-up exams or presentations unless you notify the instructor valid and
official reasons for your absence beforehand. If a group presentation is “crippled” due to your

lateness or absence, you will receive no grade on the presentation.

6. Assignments are expected to be completed and submitted by due date. No late submission will
be accepted or graded unless the instructor approves your application of late submission.
NO full credit for late submission/Penalty for late submission: 10% of the total mark awarded

will be deducted for each working day after the submission date.

Late Submission Mark Awarded After Penalty
Number of days late Penalty Original grade 90 Original grade 60
1 10% 81 54
2 20% 72 48
3 30% 63 42
4 40% 54 36
5 50% 45 30
More than 5 days Not completed and grade of zero awarded

7. Penalty for no or poor participation in groupwork

Students are expected to take part in various groupwork activities. Failure to engage with these

activities may lead to reductions in grades awarded. Sometimes the reduction may be suggested



by other group members, in other circumstances the academic in charge may reduce the grade

awarded without reference to other group members.

8. Mobile devices are only used for educational purposes relevant to the subject or tasks in the

classroom setting with the permission of or at the request of the instructor.

During class students are not to be seen with a cell phone in hand. Mobile phones are expected

to be turned off or switched to a silent mode.

S,
Grading:
1. | Attendance and participation 20%
2. | Assighments 25%
3. | Final written exam 20%
4. | Quizzes 20%
5. | Presentation 15%
QP

Teaching Activities:

B Lectures v g3z [ Pair/Group discussion fie ¥t /4~ itk

B Assignments T ¥

B Student presentations £ # 32 | Quizzes - ¥ [ ] Projects & 4%
Q2
Classroom Languages:
English 70 %
Mandarin 30 %
Q2

Detailed Syllabus:

Class Activities / Assignments
WEEK | DATE
L. . . . Main EAP language
Unit title / Topic Class activities /Assignments T
skills
Identifying
1 9/6 Course Introduction Reading and Vocabulary Strategies | appropriate reading
techniques
o . Expanding academic
Visualizing and Summarizing/ The
o vocabulary and
Language and Prefix inter-
2 9/13 ] ] ) knowledge of
Behavior Ordinal Numbers and and Sequential o
. definitions and parts
Words Collaboration
of words
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Quiz/ Recognizing Sources and
Understanding Literary Devices/

Developing a
sophisticated

3 9/20 Health N ]
Gender-Specific Nouns knowledge of lexical
Collaboration resources
o ) Expanding academic
Recognizing Emphasis and
o o vocabulary and
) Recognizing Addition
4 9/27 Festivals ] ) knowledge of
The Suffixes -able and -ible, and o
] ) definitions and parts
Prefixes of Location
of words
o ) Expanding academic
Recognizing Emphasis and
o - ] vocabulary and
) Recognizing Addition/ The Suffixes -
5 10/4 Festivals ) ) knowledge of
able and -ible, and Prefixes of o
) definitions and parts
Location
of words
) Quiz/ Audio-Visual Approach helps
Video 1-2: . ) ] ] )
review the words in previous units to | Understanding of a
Determined, enhance word recognition and range of academic
6 10/11 Dedicated and reading comprehension via vocabulary and
Disciplined to Be Fit/ situational conversation in the video. grammatical
America’s Man on Assignment: making sentences by structures
Infectious Diseases using the words in the video.
Taking notes
Annotating a Text and Identifying /Understanding of a
Comparison and Contrast/ Modifiers range of academic
7 10/18 Food o o )
and Participle Adjectives Expressing vocabulary and
States grammatical
structures
Understanding of a
Modifiers and Participle Adjectives range of academic
8 10/25 Food Expressing States vocabulary and
Creativity and Communication grammatical
structures
Developing sentence
) ) ) structures and
Quiz/ Deducing the Meaning of ]
9 11/1 Art ] o discourse patterns
Words and Making Associations ]
for academic
competence
One unit taught in class will be Understanding
resented by student group. PPT raphic presentation
10 11/8 | Group Presentation P y group graphicp

involves sentences-making by using

new words and summary of the

of data /Interpreting
process diagrams
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reading.

and flowcharts

Video 3-4:

Creating Art on
Human Bodies/ The

Audio-Visual Approach helps review
the words in previous units to
enhance word recognition and

reading comprehension via

Understanding of a

range of academic

11 11/15 Creative Power of situational conversation in the video. vocabulary and
Young Adults on the Assignment: making sentences by grammatical
Autism Spectrum using the words in the video. structures
Reading: Art Idiomatic Expressions and Participle
Adjectives Expressing Feelings
Understanding of a
Recognizing Uncertainty and range of
Understanding Past Events/ Job grammatical
12 11/22 Culture Suffixes and The Suffix -ity structures
Communication /Following
Outside Reading Report 1 discussions between
reports
Developing sentence
structures and
Quiz/ Recognizing Changes and discourse patterns
) Identifying Pros and Cons/ The Prefix for academic
13 11/29 Education ]
dis- and en- competence
Outside Reading Report 2 /Following
discussions between
reports
Expanding academic
vocabulary and
Recognizing Scenarios and knowledge of
) Analogies/ The Prefix multi- and definitions and parts
14 12/6 Personality
Commonly Confused Words of words
Outside Reading Report 3 /Following
discussions between
reports
Video 5-6: iz/ Audio-Visual Approach helps
Quiz/ Audio-Visual App P Expanding academic
Didn’t Have to Come | review the words in previous units to
vocabulary and
Here. | Chose to enhance word recognition and
knowledge of
15 12/13 Come Here/ reading comprehension via

Creating Messages
Through Public Art

and Design

situational conversation in the video.
Assignment: making sentences by
using the words in the video.

definitions and parts

of words
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Reading: Engineering | Scanning for Statistics and Numbers
and Recognizing Paragraph /Following
Transitions/ The Suffix -ship and The | discussions between

Prefix counter- reports

Outside Reading Report 4

Understanding of a
range of academic
16 12/20 Final Written Exam vocabulary and
grammatical

structures

',

SDGs (UN Sustainable Development Goals) Indicators! (4ef& )% » SDGs HALFE ¥ ja s » 3
JEARM AL - do® > TR T IR AL )

NO y G000 HEALTH QUALITY CLEAN WATER
POVERTY AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION AND SAMTTATION

Rt g —’\'\/\ v

DECENT WORK AND 1 REDUCED
ECOKONNC GROWTH INEQUALITIES

A
ﬁ/i =)

1 CUMATE 16 PEAGE. JUSTICE 17 PARTRERSHIPS
ACTION AND STRONG FOR THE GOALS
INSTITUTIONS

Y ®

L] L] [] []
p

Academic Linguistic Skills Indicators? (4ot dmfie bl S il a5 Haciph o 559 Ea it
1)

! Teachers may indicate the relevancy of the units or the themes in this course to the Sustainable Development
Goals, which were set up in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and are intended to be achieved by the

year 2030.

2 Teacher may indicate the academic skills taught or practiced in this course.
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Reading

Listening

Writing

. Understanding of a range of academic vocabulary and grammatical structures
. Understanding graphic presentation of data

D Evaluating, comparing and critically analyzing graphic data

. Identifying & applying appropriate reading techniques

. Following descriptions of processes and sequences

. Interpreting process diagrams and flowcharts (critical reading)

|:| Analyzing reported statistics (critical reading)

. Following discussions between multiple texts or reports

|:| Comparing and synthesizing ideas and arguments

. Taking notes

|:| Understanding description of data in spoken language

|:| Understanding and evaluating a speaker’s interpretation of data
|:| Understanding references to graphic data

|:| Following descriptions of processes and sequences

|:| Following an account of the development of ideas over time

|:| Following discussions between multiple speakers

|:| Comparing and synthesizing ideas and arguments

|:| Understanding the core features of a typical written report

|:| Building paragraphs in academic writing

|:| Using supporting information in academic writing

|:| Incorporating graphic information and data into writing (in support of claims)
|:| Describing research findings

|:| Describing and explaining data

|:| Discussing research findings

|:| Explaining the possible implications of events

|:| Explaining, comparing and interpreting sources (comparing literature on a topic)
|:| Synthesizing sources and viewpoints (comparing literature on a topic)

|:| Drawing conclusion from data (developing your own position on a topic)



Speaking/Discussion

VocaBulary
& Grammar

|:| Drawing cautious langauge for your own claim (developing your own position on a
topic)

I:l Using inferential language (communicating about ideas across contexts)

D Using narrative and descriptive language (clearly describing a series of events)
|:| Writing a literature review

|:| Creating a poster to report results

|:| Avoiding plagiarism

|:| Discussing the meaning and implications of numerical data

|:| Using statistical data in support of claims

|:| Referring to graphics in support of claims

|:| Describing research findings

|:| Describing and explaining data

|:| Exchanging and challenging ideas appropriately (in academic discussion)
|:| Expressing and defending opinions

|:| Explaining the possible implications of events

|:| Explaining, comparing and interpreting sources (comparing literature on a topic)
|:| Synthesizing sources and viewpoints (comparing literature on a topic)
|:| Drawing conclusion from data (developing your own position on a topic)

|:| Drawing cautious langauge for your own claim (developing your own position on a
topic)

|:| Creating a presentation to report results

. Expanding academic vocabulary and knowledge of definitions and parts of words

(prefixes, suffixes, roots, etc.)

. Developing a sophisticated knowledge of lexical resources (that are used to determine
referents, organize ideas, establish relationships between concepts, and develop
cohesion within a text)

|:| Getting familiar with discourse patterns (the structure of persuasive, argumentative, and

informative texts)

. Developing sentence structures and discourse patterns for academic competence

(comparing, classifying, synthesizing, evaluating, and inferring)
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Figure 1: Dimensions and Features of Academic Language

Dimensions AL Features Al Skills

Yocabuwlary

Syntax

Discourses

What is Academic Language Proficiency?

"Academic language proficiency is knowing and being able to use general and content-specific
vocabulary, specialized or complex grammatical structures — all for the purpose of acquiring new
knowledge and skills, interacting about a topic, or imparting information to others," (Bailey, 2007). In
sum, students who are proficient AL users are well-equipped to learn new knowledge through reading

or listening, and to express their knowledge and ideas through oral discussions and writing.

Source: https://www.serpinstitute.org/wordgen-weekly/academic-language

When we refer

When we refer to “academic language”, we’re talking about the language students need in order to
understand the content that is being taught across the curriculum; the language needed to process
learning; and the language students need in order to understand what they are learning, how and why;

as well as to self-monitor this.

Dr Robin Scarcella, in 2003, told us that this “academic language” also includes the language of higher-
order thinking such as inventing, inferring and conceptualizing, and includes both oral and written

communication skills too.

Echevarria, Short and Powers also identified that students must have an in-depth knowledge of words in

context, in order to achieve fluency; something that is crucial for students’ academic success.

It's been identified that there are three dimensions of academic language which are:
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d Linguistic
*  Cognitive
*  Sociocultural/ Psychological

These three dimensions work together to achieve academic English fluency and were first identified by
Kern in 2003, who argued that all three dimensions must be addressed by schools in order for EAL

students to reach their potential.

Summarized briefly, linguistic fluency includes:

* anunderstanding how language functions (grammar rules, intonation, parts of words parts);
* where and when to use certain genres and forms of writing;

* writing organization and structure (discourse markers, etc.); and

* academic vocabulary, including words that are used across subject areas, for example: analyze,

explain.

Cognitive fluency includes:

critical thinking skills;

*  higher-order thinking skills;

* identifying fact from opinion;

*  reading texts critically;

* writing and speaking persuasively using evidence; and

e students thinking about their own language acquisition, and evaluating/monitoring their own

learning.
Sociocultural/Psychological fluency includes:

. “social and cultural norms, values, beliefs, attitudes, motivations, interests, behaviors, practices,
and habits” (Scarcella 2003); and

*  “the particular conventions and norms that characterize the people who use it” (Scarcella, 2003);

Source: https://www.ealinclusive.com/overview-of-academic-language
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