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INSTRUCTOR
Name Email Office & Tel Office Hour
Patrick Lee waycher@gapp.nthu.edu.tw N/A N/A
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This one-semester course is designed to help students at the high-intermediate level strengthen and
enhance their reading comprehension skills. First, students will be taught how to efficiently and
accurately identify main ideas and crucial essential information of a wide selection of articles on a
variety of topics, thereby expanding their vocabulary and honing their note-taking and
graph-deciphering skills in various fields. Furthermore, they will also be taught how to interpret the
words and structures so as to appreciate the portrayed images and intended meanings. Finally, they
will learn to infer authors’ opinions for in-depth discussions and objective evaluations. By the end of
the semester, these upper-intermediate level students will be able to think critically and to express

their opinions compellingly on various global issues.
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UNIVERSITY STUDENT CORE COMPETENCY INDICATORS #A%.3% & #¢ #

1. The ability to communicate and express oneself in English
s . 25%
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2. The ability to think critically and organize ideas logically in English
. . 25%
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3. The knowledge of English learning strategies and techniques 550
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4. Global views of English and multicultural diversity 10%
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5. The ability to use existing English learning resources and development of
independent self-learning habit 15%
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UNIFORM TEXTBOOK
Blass, L. & Vargo, M. (2018). Pathways: Reading, Writing, and Critical Thinking (2" Edition). National
Geographic Learning. ISBN: 9781337407809

CEFRScale | B2+ [ ] B2 []Bl [] A2+ [] A2

GRADING

1. Attendance and participation — 15% (based on class discussions)
2. Presentations -15% (10 % presentation + 5% peer review)

3. Assignments -10% (summary & essay)

4. Online learning - 5%

5. Midterm + Quizzes — 20%

6. Uniform Final Exam —35% Units 3,4, 6,7 & 8

UNIFORM FINAL EXAM

The uniform final exam, accounting for 35% of the semester grade, takes place in the usual classrooms and
class meeting times in week 16. Five units (Units 3,4, 6,7,8) of the textbook will be covered in the uniform
exam. One unit (Unit 4) of the textbook will be assigned for self-study, four units (Units 3, 6, 7, 8) will be

taught in class.

CLASSROOM LANGUAG
[ ]English 80 % [ ]Mandarin __ 20 %

SUGGESTED CLASS ACTIVITIES
® English Online Learning Site

® Group/ individual presentations on selected articles

Prepared by Jennifer Liu




Listening comprehension activities

In-class discussion

Vocabulary building activities

Thought-provoking questions & discussion

Interpretation project/ text comprehension

REGULATIONS FOR USING Al
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CLASS RULES

1. Regularly attend classes, fully prepare for lessons, and actively participate in class

activities. Your attendance grades are based on your contribution to class discussions.

Keep up with the class. Absence from a class is no excuse for unfulfilled and overdue
assighments.

Plagiarism and cheating on an exam are unacceptable. Students who plagiarize or cheat
on the exam will get a zero for that assignment and exam.

Notify the instructor with a valid reason in advance if you cannot show up for an
important exam or presentation. If you fail to do so, there will be no make-up exams or
presentations. Apply yourself to a group presentation or you will receive no grade on
the presentation.

Submit your homework assignments on time. No late submission will be accepted past a
grace period of a week. For overdue assignments, you will be marked down by 40% of
your original scores.

Use your mobile devices only for educational purposes, relevant to the subject or tasks.

Generative Al is allowed in limited instances with appropriate attribution. In assignments
in which Al tools are allowed, you must clearly identify what parts of the assignments

were Al generated and how it helped you.

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week Date Main Topic
1. 9/2 Course introduction & Orientation
Using a Concept Map
2. 9/9 Unit 3 Beauty and Perception Understanding Main Ideas and
Details
. . Understanding Main Ideas and
3. 9/16 Unit 3 Beauty and Perception
Supporting Ideas
Applying Ideas
4, 9/23 Unit 3 Beauty and Perception | Inferring Meaning, Synthesizing,
Guessing Meaning from Context
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Chapter 6 Language and

5. 9/30 Culture Understanding Verbal Phrase
(Quiz 1 Unit 3 Vocabulary)
6 10/7 Chapter 6 Language and Understanding Main Ideas and
' Culture Details
Chapter 6 Language and Inferring an Author’s Attitude
7. 10/14
Culture Recognizing levels of Formality
Chapter 7 Resources and Understanding Main Ideas and
8. 10/21
Development Details
Chapter 7 Resources and . . _
9. 10/28 Development Analyzing Point of View
(Quiz2 Unit 6 Vocabulary)
) Chapter 7 Resources and Understanding Chronology
10. 11/4
Development Guessing Meaning from Context
11, 11/11 Group Presentation
12. 11/18 Chapter 8 Living Longer Asking Questions as You Read
Chapter 8 Living Longer . .
13. 11/25 Identifying Supporting Examples
Chapter 8 Living Longer Interpreting Visual Data
14. 12/2 . .
Personalizing, Synthesizing
Quiz 7,8+ in-class writing
15. 12/9
Uniform Final Exam
16. 12/16
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