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Throughout the ages human beings have always been striving for a better
existence. They have dreamed of utopia, i.e. ideal world and perfect society.

Such utopian thoughts have brought hopes as well as disasters in human




history. Against utopia, there is dystopia. This course is a philosophical
reflection on the utopian and dystopian thoughts in the Chinese and Western
culture. It focuses on the religious and philosophical arguments for ideal
worlds and perfect societies in both cultures by examining major classical
texts like Plato's Republic, More's Utopia, Bacon's The New Atlantis, Marx's
Communist Manifesto, Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-four, Huxley’s Brave New
World, as well as works in classical Confucian and Taoist tradition, etc.
Emphasis is also placed on the development of utopian and anti-utopian
thought in the contemporary world, in particular, a detail discussion on
totalitarianism and dictatorship in recent times. The discussion on the
discontents over utopia focuses on  Ernst Bloch, Karl Popper and Hannah
Arendt, with an existential critique on the impossibility of utopia by Freud’s
Psychoanalysis and Heidegger’s Daseinsanalysis.
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Plato: The Republic

Aristotle: The Politics

Thomas More: Utopia

Francis Bacon: The New Atlantis

Karl Marx: Communist Manifesto

Frederick Engels: Socialism: Utopian and Scientific

H. G. Wells: A Modern Utopia

George Orwell: 1984

Aldous Huxley: Brave New World

10. B.F. Skinner: Walden Il

11. Isaiah Berlin: “The Decline of Utopian Ideas in the West”
12 Martin Heidegger: Being and Time

13 Sigmund Freud: Civilization and Its Discontents

14 Karl Popper: Open Society and Its Enemy, “Utopia and Violence”
15  Paul Tillich: “The Political Meaning of Utopia”

16  Ernst Bloch: The Principle of Hope
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1. Introduction: Utopian Propensity - Ideal World and Perfect Society

2. The Unfolding of Utopia:
2.1  The Greek Origin: Myth and Plato’s Republic
2.2 The Modern Origin: More’s Utopia and Bacon’s The New
Atlantis
2.3 The Social Utopia: Henri-de Saint-Simon, Charles Fourier

and Robert Owen

2.4 The Marxist Revolution: Socialism and Marxism
2.5  The Chinese Utopia: Legends and Kang Yu-wei

3. Dystopia and Anti-utopia
3.1  The Critique of More: George Orwell’s Nineteen-Eighty-four
3.2 The Critique of Bacon: Thomas Huxley’s Brave New World
3.3  Dystopia in Contemporary Film and Literature

4. Philosophical Reflection and Critique on Utopia
4.1  Ernst Bloch: The Principle of Hope
4.2  Karl Popper: The Open Society and its Enemy
4.3  Hannah Arendt: Totalitarianism and Banality of Evil
4.4 Sigmund Freud: Civilization and its Discontents
45  Martin Heidegger: The Dictatorship of Das Man

5. Conclusion:
5.1  Totalitarianism and Dictatorship in recent times

o~ BEHEE 5.2 Utopia: The Impossibility of the Possibility of Human Desire
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1 2/22 | Introduction: Utopian Propensity - Ideal World
and Perfect Society

2/29 | The Greek Origin: Myth and Plato’s Republic
3/7 | The Modern Origin: More’s Utopia and
Bacon’s The New Atlantis

4 3/14 | The Social Utopia: Henri-de Saint-Simon,
Charles Fourier and Robert Owen
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5 3/21 | The Marxist Revolution: Socialism and
Marxism
6 3/28 | The Chinese Utopia: Legends and Kang
Yu-wei
7 4/4 N/A B H

8 4/11 | The Critique of More: George Orwell’s
Nineteen-Eighty-four

9 4/18 | The Critique of Bacon: Thomas Huxley’s
Brave New World

10 4/25 | Dystopia in Contemporary Film and Literature
11 5/2 | Ernst Bloch: The Principle of Hope




12 5/9 | Karl Popper: The Open Society and its Enemy
13 5/16 | Hannah Arendt: Totalitarianism and Banality of
14 5/23 | Evil

15 5/30 | Sigmund Freud: Civilization and its
Discontents

Martin Heidegger: The Dictatorship of Das
Man

16 6/6 | Totalitarianism and Dictatorship in recent times
17 6/13 | Utopia: The Impossibility of the Possibility of
Human Desire
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