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This high-intermediate level English course is designed to help students develop extensive and intensive reading
skills to grasp the point and support in the text, to explore vocabulary and reading skills by studying
discipline-specific rhetoric of language patterns, and further to analyze and discuss issues that can be inferred or
implied by what is presented in the text. Students will have training on academic reading skills and strategies
and critical thinking skills, working to apply the skills and language being learned in task-based collaborative
activities that extend each reading chapter. By the end of this course, students will learn to develop the
ability to understand and deliver academic arguments and to gain proficiency in using the language in
academic context.
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1. The ability to communicate and express oneself in English
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2. The ability to think critically and organize ideas logically in English
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3. The knowledge of English learning strategies and techniques
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4. Global views of English and multicultural diversity 10%
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5. The ability to use existing English learning resources and development of
independent self-learning habit 10%
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UNIFORM TEXTBOOK

Blass, L. & Vargo, M. (2018). Pathways: Reading, Writing, and Critical Thinking (2" Edition). National
Geographic Learning. ISBN: 9781337407809
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GRADING
1. Attendance and participation — 15%

2. Quizzes - 25%
3. Midterm reading project & 3-minute presentation — 25%
4. Uniform Final Exam - 35%

UNIFORM FINAL EXAM

The uniform final exam, accounting for 35% of the semester grade, takes place in the usual classrooms and
class meeting times in week 18. Five units of the textbook will be covered in the uniform exam.
® Pathways: Units 3,4,6,7 &8

CLASSROOM LANGUAGE

m English 80% m Mandarin  20%

SUGGESTED CLASS ACTIVITIES
® individual presentations on selected articles

® Listening comprehension activities

® In-class discussion

® Thought-provoking questions & discussion
® Interpretation project/ text comprehension
CLASS RULES

1. Students are required to attend each class session and conscientiously participate in classroom learning
activities in order to be regarded as full attendance, and granted a score of 90 in the category of
Attendance & Participation.

(P hk2¥ o DRELEFEFY 0 AP FaIgE

2. Occasional absences up to three times will lead to a zero in the score for Attendance & Participation
category, and five absences will result in a failure in this course.

(ZZa&dRiipazERErdi 282 T X 8&%3RAEHRLFFE )
3. Authorized absence under exceptional circumstances can be granted, if evidence for justifiable cause
canbe produced. (7 & §3d T ¥ & HEP R KR BT EE o)
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COURSE SCHEDULE
Week | Date Main Topic
1. 9/11 Course introduction & Orientation
Unit 3
2. 9/18 Title: Beauty and Perception
Academic Track: Art/Sociology
3. 9/25 Academic Skills to learn:
- Reading: using a Concept Map; understanding Main Ideas and Details
- Critical Thinking: applying ideas; inferring Meaning, synthesizing; guessing
4. 10/2 Meaning from Context
Writing: supporting a thesis; using language by restrictive and nonrestrictive
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adjective clauses (Language for writing)

10/9

No Class (Double Ten Holiday)

10/16

10/23

10/30

Unit 4
Title: Rethinking Business
Academic Track: Fashion/Business Studies
Academic Skills to learn:
- Reading: understanding Sentences with Initial Phrases; understanding Main
Ideas and Supporting Ideas
- Critical Thinking: understanding Multi-word Units; understanding Visual Data,
Inferring Meaning, synthesizing
Writing: organizing a comparative essay; using sentences with initial phrases

(Language for writing)

11/6

10.

11/13

Mid-term Reading Project
(Presentation in 3-minute talk)

11.

11/20

12.

11/27

Unit 6
Title: Language and Culture
Academic Track: Anthropology/Linguistics
Academic Skills to learn:
- Reading: using Verbal Phrases; understanding Main Ideas and Details
- Critical Thinking: inferring an Author’s Attitude; recognizing level of formality,
guessing Meaning from Context
Writing: writing introductions and conclusions; adding information with verbal

phrases (Language for writing)

13.

12/4

14.

12/11

Unit 7
Title: Resources and Development
Academic Track: History/Economics
Academic Skills to learn:
- Reading: annotating a Text; understanding Main Ideas and Details
- Critical Thinking: analyzing Point of View; understanding Chronology, guessing
Meaning from Context
Writing: researching and note-taking; avoiding plagiarism (ll) — referring to sources

(Language for writing)

15.

12/18

16.

12/25

Unit 8
Title: Living Longer
Academic Track: Health/Medicine
Academic Skills to learn:
- Reading: Asking questions as You Read; understanding Main Ideas and Details;
Identifying Supporting Examples
- Critical Thinking: interpreting Visual Data; personalizing, synthesizing, guessing
Meaning from Context
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Writing: planning an argumentative research paper; explaining the significance of

evidence (Language for writing)

17.

1/1

No Class (News Year Holiday)

18.

1/8

Uniform Final Exam
(RFTBFFE P BT )
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