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Advanced Formal Semantics
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This course is a continuation of Introduction to Formal
Semantics . The discussion start reviews the semantic
composition system a la Heim and Kratzer (1998)
Semantics in Generative Grammar and then addresses the
1ssue how this system should be enriched so that it can
fully capture the meaning of natural language Several
topics will be chosen, including but not limited to:
modality, attitudes, degree semantics. The discussion
on these topics will illustrate how an enriched system
suggested in this course accounts for various puzzling
linguistic phenomenon.

There 1s no designated textbook in this course. Articles
and book excerpts for discussion will be assigned
weekly. In every class, lecture notes and handouts for
the material in discussion will be provided.
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Week 1~Week 3:

semantic composition and intensionality

Week 4-Week 7:

Plurality

Week 8-Week 11:

Semantics of PPs and its application
Degree semantics

(to be determined between these two)
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Week 12-Week 15:
Semantic theory and experimental study

Week 16:
Student presentations and concluding remarks
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