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Class Hours
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Course Type m EGP (English for general purposes) 0 EAP (English for academic purposes)
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Instructor & Contact Information
Name Email Office & Tel Office Hour
Fl~ wenchenl2013@gmail.com $= 210 Fri. 1:30-3:30 pm
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Course Aims / Description

1. Primary aim

Keeping up with the news, amid various English learning resources, is one of the most efficacious ways

to help students get a better understanding of the world and learn to express personal opinions on key

issues. Unfortunately, having been studying English for more than ten years, many college students in

Taiwan still have difficulty comprehending English news reports. Therefore, this course aims to equip

students with effective listening strategies, develop their vocabulary and related background and cultural

information in order to comprehend news broadcasts from a variety of sources, such as CNN, BBC, PBS,

and ICRT etc. When successfully completing the course, students will be able to:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.

vii.

listen for stressed words and get the gist of a news broadcast

identify important detail information (i.e. the 5ws and 1 h info) of a news report

extend and consolidate their vocabulary and listening ability in different fields

distinguish speakers’ stances and the supports for their arguments in a commentary program
appreciate the satires, humor and metaphors used in news reports

be more familiar with the historical or cultural background information of current affairs
develop critical thinking ability, discuss with others and express their own opinions on current

issues



2. Subsidiary aim

Students will develop habits of listening to or watch news broadcasts on a regular basis.

3. Corresponding CEFR Can-do statements

Can-do statement #1

Can-do statement #2

Can-do statement #3

Can-do statement #4

Can-do statement #5

Can-do statement #6

can understand most radio documentaries delivered in standard

language and can identify the speaker’s mood, tone etc.

can use a variety of strategies to achieve comprehension, including listening for

main points; checking comprehension by using contextual clues.

can understand recordings in standard dialect likely to be encountered in social,
professional or academic life and identify speaker viewpoints and attitudes as
well as the information content.

can use the language fluently, accurately and effectively on a wide range of
general, academic, vocational or leisure topics, marking clearly the relationships
between ideas.

can generally correct slips and errors if | become aware of them or if they have

led to misunderstandings.

have sufficient vocabulary to express myself on matters connected to my field
and on most general topics.
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University Student Core Competency Indicators # < $%.< it 4 d5 4%

No. Core Competency Indicators %

1. ®F A& hiEi 4 (ability to communicate and express oneself in English) 20
2. FRAITE _E'_%‘« 2. ¥ 50 4 (ability to think critically and organize ideas logically in 20

English)

3. EFE Y Wk 259 (knowledge of English learning strategies and techniques) 20

4, ¥EFe i A it R%BART (global views of English and multicultural diversity) 20

5. LrEFEYTROBEZPFYEFOYFEa4 (ability to use existing English 20

learning resources and development of independent self-learning habit)
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Teaching materials and References

Textbook(s)

EEFESGUI

News broadcasts from CNN, ABC, BBC, FOX News, PBS, ICRT and FTV English

edition, etc.

Broadcast news stories and transcripts from the above-mentioned sources

CEFRScale 0Bl ©B1-B2 mB2 oB2+ oCl

a2,



GradingScheme (% * "¢ 7 4M:=fwmp > B9 & 7D e k=g)

1. Attendance and Participation 15%
2. Quizzes 20%
3. Final Exam 20%
4. News Broadcast Learning Log 25%
5. Project—Recording a News Broadcast 20%
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Attendance and Participation

Students are expected to attend each class punctually and actively participate in pair, group and class
discussions. When not being able to come to class, students have to inform the teacher in advance and

provide valid proof within two weeks. Students’ attendance, punctuality, and class participation will be
recorded for evaluation.
Attendance Policy

> starting point: 9 (]245%5: 9 47)

> lateness: -2 (R 2 47)

> absence: -5 (5 77)
The starting point is 9. Each late arrival will cost you 2 points, and absence, 5 points. The accumulation
does not stop at 0 or 15 points but has an upper limit when the score reaches 20. In other words, a
negative attendance score will be carried over to influence your semester grade, but a strong positive
attendance score will give you 5 extra points to your semester grade.
((HERCARTE 9 7pBidast & - FICGEEHN 2 7 » BFHIS 77 - B R EIRE 20 73 - A TR
B HEREEE SN - G AZBIGEETE © 52 20 57 - AIEEAEER 5 o VERINII Y © )
All these seemingly complicated and trivial attendance and class participation score calculations are to
encourage you to speak more English and participate more in class. The more you are involved in each
class, the more harvest you’ll reap from this course.

News Broadcast Learning Log

Starting from week 3, students need to listen to or watch English news broadcasts 3-5 minutes a day, at
least once a week, and keep a news broadcast learning log, which should include the date, time
duration, news link, summary of the news broadcast, at least 3 words or phrases learned, and personal
response to the news.

Project—Recording a News Broadcast

In week 10, students will have to sign up for news broadcasts emailed by the teacher and begin to write
down the transcript, practice reporting the news, videotape their reports and post the video on eeclass
by week 16. Their news report videos will be evaluated in terms of the accuracy of the transcript,
pronunciation, articulation, fluency and competence, etc. A more detailed rubric will be announced
later.



Final Exam

Scheduled in week 17, the final exam will test students on the vocabulary learned in class as well as
news broadcasts with similar topics discussed in class or the most up-to-date news topics happening
during the semester.

Teaching Activities
m Lectures v g m Pair/Group discussion fe¥t & ®31#  mAssignments T ¥

m Student presentations & # 3F 4 mQuizzes ‘|4  mProjects & 4%
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Classroom Languages
English 80 %
Mandarin 20 %
.,
Course Outline:
. Broadcast News Conventions & Listening Log
Week | Date Topics . .
Listening Strategies Due
Introduction
1 2/15 | /Syllabus
/Diagnostic Test
) + Listening Strategy: Tell Your
2 2/22 | International News
Grandma (5Ws & 1H)
+ CNN News Reports
3 3/1 International News -Today’s Headlines
-Listen for the gist
+ ABC News Reports
4 3/8 | International News -Let bygones be bygones
-intonation & reductions
' % ICRT News on the Hour & EZ News
5 3/15 | National News ] ] o
+ Listening Strategy: Visualizing
6 3/22 | National News + FTV English Edition
7 3/29 | Business + Types of Biz News Reports
%+ View Class Video Listening
%+ Stocks, Currencies, Economics & Log #1-
No Class Sect 43D
8 4/5 ectors ue
/ (Spring Break) .
-listen for numbers
-market trend
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-economic forecasts

5 | ¢ . + Facts or Opinions
4/1 ommentar
9 / Y + Political Slants of News Media
+ Commentary Programs
-CNN Talk
419 | C ‘ -The Lead
10 ommentar
/ Y + Following Debates
-deciding speakers’ stances
-what are their supports
11 4/26 | Commentary + Debate on Key Issues
12 5/3 | Science & Technology
13 5/10 | Environment
14 5/17 | Health
_ + Talk Shows Listening Log
15 5/24 | Arts & Leisure _
-NBC Night Talks #4-#7 Due
+ Listen for different types of sports
16 5/31 | Sports news
+ Sports Terminology
17 6/7 | Final Exam
18 6/14 | Wrap Up




