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COURSE GOALS & DESCRIPTION

Primary aim

This course is intended to teach how to write effective paragraphs and essays, enabling
students to master essential sentence skills, and think critically, knowing that these skills are
what make turning points for writers. The study in this course will prepare students to tackle
many types of writing in college and beyond. In this course, students will learn to see writing
as a skill that can be learned and a process that must be explored.
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Subsidiary aim

A set of four skills as the four bases for effective writing will be taught: unity, support,
coherence and sentence skills. Students will explore and develop important skills such
as using specific and concrete language to make a point and stick to it, selecting good
supporting details to back up that point and create a convincing argument, organizing
a paragraph in a way that best fit its purpose, and writing clear, error-free sentences to
maximize the effectiveness of the writing.
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Corresponding

CEFR Can-do
statements

By written production and strategies, at B2 level, -

-l can write at length about topical issues, even though complex concepts may be
oversimplified, and can correct many of my mistakes in the process. — (written production
& strategies)

-l can write clear, detailed descriptions on a variety of subjects related to my field of
interest. --- (written production)

-1 can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on

a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options. (written
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production)

-l can express news, views and feelings in correspondence, and respond to those of other
person. --- (written production)

-l can write standard formal letters requesting or communicating relevant information,
following a template. --- (written production & strategies)

-l can write clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects related to my interests.

-1 can write an essay or report, passing on information or giving reasons in support of or
against a particular point of view. --- (written production)

-1 can make notes while someone is talking or write a letter including non-standard
requests. --- (written production & strategies)

-1 can make simple notes that will be of reasonable use for essay or revision

purposes. (written production & strategies)

UNIVERSITY STUDENT CORE COMPETENCY INDICATORS #A42.1% & &

1. The ability to communicate and express oneself in English
i Y 30%
" \:\:'/ 7\ 2 Bb
2. The ability to think critically and organize ideas logically in English
30%
R R
3. The knowledge of English learning strategies and techniques 50%
EE R Y ok gk °
4. Global views of English and multicultural diversity 10%
HEF LS A R °
5. The ability to use existing English learning resources and development of 10%
independent self-learning habit £ * BEZE ¥ FTh > BAP2 Y EFF DV H N ’
PRIMARY TEACHING MATERIALS AND TEXTBOOK
Title: Essay Skills, second edition, McGraw-Hill International Edition
Textbook(s)
Author: John Langan
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Education ISBN: 978-986-157-711-1
Copyright: 2013
B2+ B2 Bl A2+ A2
CEFR Scale = = = = =
GRADING
1. | Attendance and participation 15%
2. | Sit-in Final Exam: Timed essay writing 15%
3. | Assignments: Four Take-home essay writing assignments: (4 x @10%) 40%
4. | Quizzes 30%
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CLASSROOM LANGUAGE
B English 80% B Mandarin 20%

SUGGESTED CLASS ACTIVITIES

Lecture

Text Analysis for purpose of writing
Take-home assignment
Knowledge-based quizzes

Thought-provoking questions & discussion

Interpretation project/ text comprehension

REQUIREMENTS & RULES

1. Students are required to attend each class session and conscientiously participate in classroom
learning activities in order to be regarded as full attendance, and granted a score of 90 in the category
of Attendance & Participation.

2. Occasional absences up to three times will lead to a zero in the score for Attendance & Participation
category, and five absences will result in a failure in this course.

3. Authorized absence under exceptional circumstances can be granted, if evidence for justifiable cause
can be produced.

General Rules on Writing Assignments:
e Unless advised otherwise, you should observe the following as the general rules for the format
of yourpapers.
e Always type your reports or essays for submission. (3= 5 7| & 5 A & 8 %)
e Always indent the first sentence of each paragraph. (£ % % - aﬁfﬁ#%)
e Use New Roman font type, and font size 12.(5 %822 < -|)
e Keep at least 1.5 line-spacing. (i#4%x > 1.5 7 §F)

Plagiarism is regarded as academic misconduct; likewise, any assignment submitted as a product by the
aid of machine or other person constitute an act of cheating.
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COURSE SCHEDULE
Week | Date Main Topic
1. 2/15 Course introduction & Orientation
2. 2/22 | Four Bases of Writing: Unity, Support, Coherence, and Sentence Skills
Part One Writing Skills and Process
3. 3/1 Chapter 1: An Introduction to Writing
4, 3/8
Chapter 2: The Writing Process
5. 3/15
6. 3/22
/ Part Two Basic Principles of Effective Writing
. 3/29 Chapter 3: The First and Second Steps in Writing (i.e. Unity and Support)
8. 4/5 No Class (Tomb Sweeping Festival)
9 4/12 Chapter 4: The Third and Fourth Steps in Writing (i.e. Coherence and Sentence Skills)
(Take-home assignment #1)
10. 4/19 | Chapter 5: Four Bases for Revising Writing
11 4)26 Part Three:  Paragraph Development
Chapter 6: Nine Patterns of Paragraph Development
- Exemplification
- Description
- Narration
- Process
- Cause and Effect
12. 5/3 |- Comparison or Contrast
- Definition
- Division-Classification
- Argument
Sit-in Mid-term Exam: Timed Paragraph Writing
(Take-home Assignment # 2)
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Part Four Essay Development

13. 5/10 )
Chapter 7: Introduction to Essay Development
Chapter 8: Writing the Essa
14. 5/17 P ] & Y
(Take-home Assignment #3)
15. 5/24 | Chapter 9: Introductions, Conclusions, and Titles
16 c/31 Chapter 10: Patterns of Essay Development
: / (Take-home Assignment #4)
17. 6/7 Chapter 11: Special College Skills
Chapter 12: Writing a Research Paper +
18. 6/14

Sit-in Final Exam: Timed essay writing
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