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[111-2] Research Methodology on Visual Culture

Credits: 3 / Time: Thursdays 5, 6, 7 / Classroom: 8216
Instructor: Chi-Ying Yu / E-mail: zebrafish100@gmail.com

1. Course overview

Visual culture research originated in the Western in the late 80s, which not only expanded the

scope of image research, but also infused the cultural context into the existing art history path

that emphasized style and form, and established a new research attitude. Similarly, in this

course, "visual culture" is both the subject of discussion and a strategy for cultural studies. In

this course, some research methods for analyzing visual materials and products will be

introduced and discussed, and possible ways for students to investigate visual culture will be

provided.

2. Course schedule

Week | content
1 Course introduction
2 Public photography: The reflection of the self
3 Documentary photography: The reflection of the other
4 | Simulation, spectacle and globalization
5 Content analysis
6 Semiotics |
7 Semiotics Il
8 Inter-school activity week. No class.
9 Gender Studies |
10 | Gender Studies I
11 | Gender Studies llI
12 | Discourse Analysis |
13 | Discourse Analysis |l
14 | Audience Research |
15 | Audience Research I
16 | Visual as Method |
17 | Visual as Method II: Visual journal due
18 | Final project due and oral presentation




3. Course evaluation

Requirements

Description

Percentage

1. Visual journal

During the course, please observe the visual-cultural
phenomena around your life and compile a critical visual
journal.

1. Record whatever meaningful/thought-provoking to you
with still images supplemented by 500-1000 words critical
reflection.

2. Oral presentation for 10 minutes.

20%

2. Review of
Paper &
Leading
Discussion

Each student will be assigned to review an essay or paper
related to the course theme. An oral presentation will be
given on the designated date. The following requirements
must be met:

— Summarize the content of the article into a clear PPT brief.
— Add the details of the case mentioned in the article, or find
other relevant cases

—Leading discussion is required.

—The duration of the report + guided discussion is 60

minutes.

30%

3. Final report

Choose one or two methods taught in this semester to
analyze a visual-cultural phenomenon in the form of a
research paper.

1. Must have references or citations and consistent paper
style (APA, MLA, Chicago...).

2. Word count: 4500-5000 words.

3. Oral presentation: 20 minutes (Subject to change).

40%

4.
Attendance and
Participation

Active participation is required.

10%




