INTRODUCTION TO WESTERN LITERATURE

Instructor: Chien-heng Wu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces the first-year student of literature to some of the major concepts, themes,
as well as some of the most famous narratives, characters, and literary forms of the western
literary tradition. The aim of such a course is to provide students the basic tools, concepts, and
reading knowledge for more advanced study of western literature in upper-level courses beyond
their first year at the university. While such a course does not offer a comprehensive coverage of
all the major texts of western literature, it conceptualizes the western literary tradition as a series
of debates and issues for discussion. We will analyze the literary texts in their historical, cultural,
and political contexts, and we will examine the significance of these texts for the western literary
tradition.

COURSE OBJECTIVE

e Introduce students to the masterpieces of Western literature from its inception to
the 16" century.

e Develop students’ appreciation for values and ideals that have come to shape
societies and cultures in the West.

e  Cultivate students’ analytic skills (e.g. textual and contextual analysis).

GRADING
e  Participation: 35%

Presentation: 20%
Midterm: 15%
Final: 30%
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